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SASH puts up signs with
humanist messages at
courthouse. See this page.

Editor’s Corner

Announcements and
commentary. See Page 2.

Kitzmiller v Dover

We commemorate the 20 the
anniversary of the landmark
Kitzmiller v. Dover decision.

See page 3.

Secular Advocacy

Secular advocacy works!
Experiences in Virginia. See
page 4.

A call to action in Virginia. See
page 5.

Humanlight 2025

WASH celebrated Humanlight
See page 6.

Chapter Reports

What do our chapters have
planned? See page 8.

Do you find religion unfulfilling?

Do you value freedom _of thought,
expression and conscience?

il lace to
Are you looking for a p!
speayk your mind on issues

affecting our world?

Sy

SASH Reminds That the
Holidays Are For Everyone

By Mike Reid

As they have been doing for years, the Shenandoah Secular Humanists
(SASH) chapter of WASH based in the Front Royal, VA area has
placed holiday signs on the lawn of the Warren County, VA courthouse
(continued as SASH on Mge_{)
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The Washington Area Secular

Humanists, Inc. is an independent
501(c)3) non-profit organization
incorporated in Maryland since
1989. It consists of multiple
chapters which operate in
Maryland, DC, and Virginia.

WASH is a chapter of the
American Humanists Association

and an affiliate of American
Atheists.

Disclaimer: The opinions
expressed in articles in WASHIine
are those of the authors and not
necessarily those of WASH or its
chapters.
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Editor’s Corner

By Mike Reid

First of all, I want to agazn apologize for this issue of WASH/ine
again coming out so late. (Tries to think up a good excuse)

WASH president Heatherly Hodges is still suffering from that
intractable migraine, but I’'m happy to report that her condition
is improving. She was feeling well enough to attend the WASH/
MDC Humanlight party (See page 5). For now, WASH vice
president Kari Lomanno still leads the organization

(kari@wash.org). Thanks again to Kari for stepping up.

Year 2025 in Review

This past year has been quite the trip. On the plus side, we had
some great secular conferences. In April we had the awesome
Summit for Religious Freedom (SRF) held in Alexandria, VA and
then the American Atheists National Convention in

Minneapolis. In June, the American Humanist Association held
its convention in Chicago. All three were fantastic!

This was the centennial of the fames Scopes Monkey Trial of 1925
(see the September/October issue of WASHline). It also marks
the twentieth anniversary of the landmark Kitzmiller v. Dover

decision (see page 3).

Sadly, this has also been a year of severe challenges. Christian
Nationalists now hold a position of huge influence in our federal
Government and are attacking the separation of church and state
from every angle. Science is under attack. Charlatans, some at
the highest levels of government, are spreading deadly
misinformation about life-saving vaccines. For safety reasons,
Humanists International was forced to move their bi-annual
World Humanist Congress (WHC) planned for Washington, DC
to Ottawa, Canada. American Atheists had to cancel their 2026

convention, which was to be held in conjunction with the WHC.
2026 looks to be just as difficult.

On the bright side, SRF will take place again in Alexandria in
April and WHC will be held in Ottawa in August. There’s still
time to sign up for them. Heatherly and I will be at both. We
hope to see some of you there!



https://www.atheists.org
mailto:kari@wash.org
https://thesrf.org/
https://wash.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/WASHline_Sep-Oct_2025.pdf
https://humanists.international/
https://www.worldhumanistcongress.org/
https://www.atheists.org/2025/06/announcing-relocation-of-the-2026-world-humanist-congress/
https://www.atheists.org/2025/06/announcing-relocation-of-the-2026-world-humanist-congress/
https://thesrf.org/
https://www.worldhumanistcongress.org/
https://americanhumanist.org/
https://www.atheists.org/
https://www.atheists.org/
https://americanhumanist.org/
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(SASH continued from page 1)

to remind visitors that the holiday season does
not belong just one particular religious group.
Their signs present a positive and welcoming

humanist message.

This annual tradition began more than a decade
ago when local officials allowed a Christian
Christmas display on the lawn of the Warren
County courthouse. At the time, SASH members
decided that if an overtly religious display were to
be permitted on the lawn of a supposedly secular
public building, than a humanist message should
be allowed as well. Unsurprisingly, this was
controversial and they received pushback, but
SASH persisted and eventually received
permission to put up the signs.

The original signs were made of poster board.
Sadly, one night about a decade ago, someone
decided that they didn’t like SASH’s humanist
message alongside the Christmas display, decided
to take matters into their own hands, and set the
signs on fire destroying them. Local authorities
investigated that act as an arson.

Then SASH chapter coordinator, the late Gene
Rigelon, was undaunted. He requested and
received funding from WASH to procure new
signs made of metal. Thanks to current SASH
chapter coordinator Martha Heisel and current
SASH members for carrying on this annual
tradition and reminding Warren County that the
holiday season is for everyone, including its non-

religious residents.

WASHINGTON
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WE BELIEVE IN GOOD
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PENNSYLVANIA NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

& The Patriot-News o

——— HARSEOUSG, PA PENNLIVE.COM FINAL EDITION

JUDGE RULES INTELLIGENT DESIGN IS

‘NOT SCIENCE’

Area schools FROM THE RULING: Historic ruling
walkafincline  “Thecitizens of the Dover area were poorly served by the . orders Dover to
over religion members of the Board who voted for the [intelligent  Tescind policy

o design] Policy. It is ironic that several of these individuals, 25

who so staunchly and proudly touted their religious -
convictions in public, would time and again lie to cover their
tracks and disguise the real purpose behind the 1D Policy.”

Kitzmiller v. Dover at 20
By Mike Reid

For those of us who remember and followed the
famous court case of Kitzmiller v. Dover Area
School District court case, it can be hard to believe
that it was decided 20 years ago. On December
20, 2005, federal Judge John E. Jones III ruled
that so-called “Intelligent Design” was indeed a
religious doctrine and not science and therefore
could not be taught in public schools.

In 2004, the board of the Dover Area School
District in York County, PA decided to include
Biblical Creationism in their public schools. They
attempted to get around long-standing prior
court rulings prohibiting this as an
unconstitutional violation of the separation of
church and state by approving a biology
curriculum based upon so-called “Intelligent
Design.” Intelligent Design is a mendacious
attempt by Creationists to insert their religious
beliefs into science curricula by offering what
they inaccurately claim is an alternative
“scientific” theory to compete with Darwinian
evolution.

A group of Dover area parents saw right through
the school board’s charade and recognized

Intelligent Design as just deceptively repackaged
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creationism. With support from the ACLU, the
National Center for Science Education (NCSE),
and Americans United for Separation of Church
State they sued the school board in federal court.
The result was the internationally covered and
soon to become famous Kitzmiller v. Dover court
case. Happily, reason prevailed and the court
ruled in favor of the parents. “Intelligent Design”
would not be taught in public schools.
Furthermore, York County voters tossed out the
board members who had instituted this

misguided policy at the next election.

This case would become one of the most famous
US. court cases of the early 215t century and
would set an essential precedent for the rest of
the country. Some people see KvD as our
generation’s Scopes Trial (see the October/
November issue of WASH/ine). In a fitting
historical twist, the 20t anniversary of KvD
coincides with the root anniversary of Scopes.

The Numbers Are In:
Secular Advocacy
Makes a Measurable

Difference
By Aiden Barnes

For anyone wondering how effective our Secular
Advocacy Team has been here in Virginia, I asked
Victoria Anderson (American Atheists' State
Policy Specialist) if she could put together some
quick bullet points about how American
Atheists' SATs affected legislative outcomes
during the 2025 legislative sessions. After running
the numbers, I think folks will be super
interested in these results:

— In general, states with a Secular Advocacy
Team performed about 13 percentage points
higher than states without one.
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— Even controlling for the Cook Partisan Voter
Index score of a state and the political makeup of
a state's government, states with a Secular
Advocacy Team performed about 35.5 percentage
points higher for positive legislation. In other
words, states with a Secular Advocacy Team were
about 35% more likely than comparable states to
pass positive legislation regardless of the political

environment.

— Virginia performed 14.8 percentage points
better than all other states across the country
with a similar political climate but without a

Secular Advocacy Team.

Although these are the only statistically
significant data points Victoria felt confident
enough in to send along, she hopes to gather
more data next year that will allow us to see more
information about the impact we make. Still, you
can see that we're pretty effective! With that in
mind, I hope that you will consider joining our
Secular Advocacy Team, or volunteer as an
Assistant State Director for American Atheists.
Feel free to reach out to me directly via email at
abarnes@atheists.org for more info.

Aiden Barnes is the chapter coordinator of SEVASH, a
former WASH president, and American Atheists’ State
Director for Virginia.

B

Merch

Get cool WASH logo apparel and
other merchandise at our online
Zazzle store. We have stuff with both
WASH main and chapter logos.
Check it out!

https://www.zazzle.com/
store/wash_store
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American Atheists’ VA State
Director's call to action

By Aiden Barnes

We are nearly through the first year of Trump's
second term, so it's time to check in on Project
2025, the Christian nationalist plan to dismantle our
democracy and hand our country to theocratic

billionaires.

Lest we forget, Trump claimed on the campaign
trail that he had no connection to Project 2025. Yet
he hired many of its main authors — including
Russell Vought, Peter Navarro, and Brendan Carr —
to run his government. And just one-quarter of the
way through his term, Trump has managed to
complete 50% of Project 20245's objectives,
including (but not limited to): Decimate Medicaid
by cutting funding, imposing onerous work
requirements, and reducing state incentives for
coverage; Attack immigrants by ending asylum
programs, allowing sweeping and violent ICE raids,
and building new mass detention facilities;
Eliminate the Office of Civil Rights, erase
protections for marginalized communities, and end
programs designed to increase equity and inclusion;
Withdraw from the World Health Organization and
the Paris Agreement; Reduce access to abortion and
reproductive health care; Eliminate USAID and
other foreign aid programs; Defund the National
Weather Service; Eliminate government regulations
on the environment, food, and water, as well as
consumer protections.

In all, of 319 objectives, 160 have been
accomplished. And Trump has three years left to
accomplish the rest.

SOURCE: “Project 2025 Tracker,” Project 2025
Tracker - https://www.project2025.0bserver/en

This administration may be trying to steamroll over
our secular democracy, but by mobilizing grassroots
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movement in communities all across our nation,
activists like us have been able to help stop or
reverse many Project 2024 initiatives. After trying
to defund research on women's health, the Trump
health department was forced to reinstate grants
and other funding. Federal courts have frozen other
Trump Project 2025 goals, including overturning
birthright citizenship. And because of organized
public outrage, several Project 2025 goals that
Trump announced — like gutting FEMA and giving
the FCC the power to control content on television
— have significantly slowed.

The media may be focusing on Trump's fumbles,
but the zealots behind Project 2025 have been
making these plans for a generation — and the
minds behind it are pulling the strings in the FCC,
Office of Management and Budget, and other
agencies. We cannot for one minute let up the
drumbeat of public outrage against their attempts
to turn our government into a farright Christian
nationalist regime. Project 2025 is still the Trump
Administration’s plan, so we need to maintain the
infrastructure and grassroots energy to stop it!
We've got to keep organizing and growing our
movement if we want to protect our rights. The
next year will be crucial for the future of Virginia,
and the rest of America by extension. In the 2026
Virginia General Assembly session, we have the
proposed constitutional amendments to protect
reproductive freedom, marriage equality, and voting
rights to look forward to. We must ensure that
Virginia remains a beacon of access for abortion,
birth control, fertility treatment, and miscarriage
care in a region where politicians have stripped
those rights away. Patients from across the south
will continue to find safe, compassionate care right
here in Virginia. Now we must turn this momentum
into lasting protection by passing the Reproductive
Freedom Amendment through the 2026 General
Assembly so that Virginians can vote to make
reproductive freedom a constitutional right in 2026.


https://www.project2025.observer/en
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During the 2024 Virginia General Assembly session,
both chambers also passed bills for Constitutional
Amendments to enshrine Marriage Equality and the
Right to Vote here in Virginia. These are historic
steps forward, but there's still more work to do!
Since constitutional amendments bypass the
Governor, we'll need to see these pass again in the
2026 legislative session before it reaches the ballot
for Virginia voters to have the final say. We will need
to keep up the pressure on our Delegates and

Senators to get this legislation passed, and you can
help!

Join the VA Secular Advocacy Team and/or
volunteer as an Assistant State Director for
American Atheists in VA!

Although the Contraceptive Equity Act that passed
both chambers in the 2025 session was vetoed by
Governor Youngkin, our reproductive justice
comrades are expected to push this legislation again
in 2026 under Governor Spanberger. Attacks on
reproductive freedom and gender-affirming care will
continue to escalate across the country, but Virginia
is now primed to be the exception. Our VA Secular
Advocacy Team and our reproductive justice
comrades are gearing up for the 2026 session, more
determined than ever, to ensure these protections
become law. If these issues are important to you,
please consider joining our Secular Advocacy Team,
or volunteer as an Assistant State Director for
American Atheists. Our movement is built on
resilience — and with your advocacy, we will keep
pushing forward until Virginia is a state where
everyone can access the care they need, free from
barriers, fear, or discrimination.

Feel free to reach out to me directly via email
at abarnes@atheists.org for more info.

Aiden Barnes is coordinator of WASHs SEVASH chapter and
American Atheists’ State Director for Virginia.
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American Atheists Secular
Advocacy Teams

Are you interested in defending church
state separation? American Atheists has
organized Secular Advocacy Teams (SAT)
in multiple states to monitor legislation
at the state or local level which could
affect this and potentially lobby for or
against it.

If interested, Maryland residents can
contact Mike Reid at
mike.reid@atheists.org.

Virginia residents can contact Aiden
Barnes at abarnes@atheists.org.

See page 9 for more information on the
VA SAT.

WASH Contact Information

Web: www.wash.org

US Mail:

Washington Area Secular Humanists
P.O. Box 352

Frederick, MD 21705

email address: inquire@wash.org

WASH Volunteers

Heatherly Hodges, President
Kari Lomanno, Vice President
Bill Creasy, Secretary

Matt DeGrave, Treasurer

Mike Reid, WASHIline Editor
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Humanlight 2025

Humanlight is a secular holiday that
commemorates the December holiday season and
celebrates humanistic values. Many secularists
celebrate Humanlight as a complement or an

alternative to religious holidays such as Christmas
or Hanukah.

On Saturday, December 20th, as they have done for
a decade, long-time WASH member Gary Berg-
Cross and his wife Linda opened their home in
Potomac, MD and hosted their annual Humanlight
celebration. It included a potluck dinner, the
commemorative lighting of candles, and of course
much seasonal cheer and socializing.

WASH president Heatherly Hodges gave a short
welcoming speech. Fred and Mary Edwords held a
free raffle for fun little gifts as they normally do at
Gary’s Humanlight. About twenty-five people
attended. Some are long-time WASH members

WASHIine November/December 2025

and regulars at the annual event. Others were new
to WASH and to Humanlight. There was lots of
great food and desserts. Gary and Linda served hot
apple cider which was much enjoyed.

WASH’s Humanlight 2025 celebration was a great
success. Thanks so much to Gary and Linda for
again opening their home and hosting this
wonderful event.
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Chapter Reports

Baltimore Secular Humanists (BSH)

We have meetings a various times and places
around Baltimore, Baltimore County, and Harford
County. Watch the meetup site for the latest
events: https://www.meetup.com/bsh-wash/

There will be a celebration of the official
birthdate of one of the most important Founders
of the United States of America, Thomas Paine,
sponsored by the Thomas Paine Memorial
Association (TPMA) and other groups. The
online event, entitled “The Times That Tried
Men’s Souls: Thomas Paine’s Service During The
Revolutionary War,” will take place on Thursday,
January 29, 2026 at 4:00 PM PST/7:00 PM EST.
Zoom link will be posted on the Freethought
Society and the BSH meetup site.

BSH has meetings a various times and places
around Baltimore, Baltimore County, and Harford
County. Watch the meetup site for the latest
events: https://www.meetup.com/bsh-wash/

There are also several other non-WASH meetup
groups in the Baltimore area, including Human
Network https://
www.meetup.com/the-human-values-network-hvn/
) and Baltimore Atheists, that hold monthly
discussion groups. BSH also posts notices of

Values Meetup

university lectures that are held in person or on
Zoom. These are posted with about a week’s
notice. We have posted events that are sponsored
by Profs & Pints ( https://www.meetup.com/profs-
and-pints-baltimore/ ) with lectures from
university professors. They charge an admission
fee. Some of their past lectures can be found
online: https://www.profsandpints.com/online-

talks.
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Maryland-DC Chapter (MDC)

We hosted the Secular Therapy Project Travis
McKie-Voerste, Sunday, November 9 8:00PM
EST.

Upcoming events:

Fish Stark Talk: How to Talk About
Humanism, Sunday, January 25, 2026 2:00PM
EST, American Humanist Associationi82r
Jefterson PI N'W, Washington, DC 20036.

MDC events are

www.meetup.com/wash-202/.

posted at https://

Southeast Virginia Atheists, Skeptics
& Humanists (SEVASH)

SEVASH volunteers continue our mutual aid efforts
stocking and maintaining our Free Food Pantries in
both Norfolk and Newport News, as well as
working with the LGBT Life Center's Pride Pantry:.
We've been awarded with grants from affiliates like
American Atheists to help keep our pantries
stocked.

Our first Free Little Humanist Library in Norfolk
continues to be actively used, and we're still
working to secure a location on the peninsula for
the installation of our second library:.

The Naro, a local theatre here in Norfolk, has
restarted their New Non-Fiction / Documentary &
Discussion series and we attended screenings of
The Librarians, and Orwell: 2+2=5. These events had
been a regular for SEVASH prior to COVID,
during which we would engage the audience in the
post-film discussions, bringing our skepticism and
critical thinking to bear on topics relevant to our

activism.
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All of this of course is in addition to our regular
schedule of dinners, brunches, team trivia and
other social / gaming events.

SEVASH events are announced on

https://www.meetup.com/sevash/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sevash/

DC Region Atheists (DCRA)

We host a Secular Zoom Community meeting
on the second Thursday of each month at 7pm.
We nourish our connections with like-minded
secular people and discuss a broad range of
topics on religion, science and secularism.
Please RSVP for a monthly meeting at:
https://www.meetup.com/dc-atheists

Frederick Secular Humanists
(FRESH)

FRESH meets twice monthly in Frederick, MD.
Our regular meetings are held on either the third
or fourth Sunday of each month (based upon
library availability) at the C. Burr Artz Public
Library at 1o E. Patrick St., Frederick, MD
21701. Occasionally, if that venue is not available,
we will meet at the Urbana Regional Library at
9020 Amelung St., Frederick, MD 21704.

Additionally, we meet for an informal social hour
at the Brewer’s Alley restaurant at 124 N. Market
St., Frederick, MD 21701. Our events are
announced on our Meetup Page.

For more information, please visit our webpage
at http://wash.org/fresh

For event details please visit our Meetup Page:
https://www.meetup.com/fresh-wash/

WASHIine November/December 2025

November/December 2025

All are welcome to attend our events, but an
RSVP on Meetup is appreciated.

Shenandoah Area Secular
Humanists (SASH)

We’re continuing our monthly discussions via
Zoom on the second Sunday morning of each
month. Next year, a different SASH member will
take on the responsibility for each meeting. In
addition, we are continuing our SASH book club
via Zoom, which meets on the last Sunday
morning of each month. Each meeting, we
discuss another book that the group has decided
on. We intend to keep meeting by Zoom, since
many of our attendees are not in our wide area.

Our monthly humanist display is up on the lawn
of the Warren County courthouse in Front Royal.
We've had this display there for years. Photo
attached, in case you can use it. The SASH folks
behind the signs are: (L-R) John Watson-Jones
(all the way from New Mexico), Tracy Phillips,
Martha Heisel, Peter Wilson.

For the ninth year, SASH will sponsor an essay
contest for graduating seniors at the five public
high schools in Shenandoah and Warren
Counties. This year, the topic will encourage
critical thinking (again! still)) about solving a
personal moral dilemma. We're still working on
the wording, but we'll have the contest details
out to the high schools in early January. Awards
will be presented in May at each school's
ceremony. SASH members judge the entries in

early April sash@wash.org.


mailto:sash@wash.org
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https://www.meetup.com/shenandoah-area-secular-
humanists/

Atheists, Agnostics, and Secular
Humanists of Richmond (AASHR)

Our events are announced on

https://www.meetup.com/aashr-wash

Northern Virginia Chapter (NVC)

The Northern Virginia Chapter of WASH
meets approximately monthly in the Arlington
area. Events are announced on the main
WASH meetup page.

https://www.meetup.com/humanism-218/
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DC Atheists, Humanists &
Agnostics (DC-AHA)

DC-Atheists, Humanists, and Agnostics group
(DCAHA) meets at Madhatter (1319
Connecticut Ave N'W, DuPont Circle) for
happy hour the first Wednesday 6-8pm of the
month.

https://www.meetup.com/DC-Atheists-

HumanistsAgnostics

Other Chapters

For information on our other chapters, please see the

Chapter Contact Information on the next page and the

chapter pages at wash.org.
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Chapter Contact
Information

1. Northern Virginia Chapter (NVC)
Arlington, VA

nvc@wash.org

wash.org/nvc

2. Baltimore Secular Humanists (BSH)
Baltimore, MD

bsh@wash.org

wash.org/bsh

3. Hartford County Secular Humanists (HCSH)
(A Subgroup of BSH)

Bel Air, MD

bsh@wash.org

wash.org/bsh

4. Charlottesville Atheists and Secular Humanists
(CASH)

Charlottesville, VA

inquire@wash.org

wash.org/cash

5. DC American Humanists (DC-AHA)
Washington, DC

dcaha@wash.org

wash.org/dcaha

6. DC Region Atheists (DCRA)
Washington, DC and Montgomery County, MID
don@wash.org

wash.org/dca

7. Frederick Secular Humanists (FRESH)
Frederick, MD

fresh@wash.org

wash.org/fresh
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8. Fredericksburg Secular Humanists (FSH)
Fredericksburg, VA
fsh@wash.org

wash.org/fsh

9. Atheists, Agnostics, and Secular Humanists of
Richmond (AASHR)

Richmond, VA

aashr@wash.org

wash.org/grh

10. Lynchburg Area Secular Humanists (LASH)
Lynchburg, VA

inquire@wash.org

11. Maryland-DC (MDC)
Montgomery County, MD
mdc@wash.org

wash.org/mdc

12. Shenandoah Area Secular Humanists (SASH)
Front Royal, VA

sash@wash.org

wash.org/sash

13. Southeastern Virginia Atheists, Skeptics &
Humanists (SEVASH)

Southeastern, VA

sevash@wash.org

wash.org/sevash

14. Secular Humanists of Roanoke (SHOR)
Roanoke, VA
shor@wash.org

wash.org/shor

15. Southern Maryland Secular Humanists
(SMASH)

St. Mary's County, Maryland
smash@wash.org

wash.org/smash
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